based on 
threatened 
There is : 
as much 
as much 


26, 1956. 


therefore it 
ing war ur 
{ 


The International Pacifist Weekly 


No. 1,028 Mar. 9, 1956 dd. (U.Sooy cree 


t depends id 
ie perfect a 
try to decl 
ic, and to 
e 
End manufacture and testing 
pence, bul.) 
may involve ™ | bombs by their country. 
in their : a 
E American Government tests its newest weapon of annihila- 
this frighté | thepttdone, the British Government announces a test of its own 
? ction goes on. 


no other pia 
is = 
one that ! he : 
' u 
their hands. 
nd exciting: 
¥ tie ru . . s 
uch more ot , British Quakers have called for a nation-wide action 
race: e following statement was issued in London yesterday 
themselves : ‘ 
tion. The Russian Government hurriedly follows suit. Not to 
brink and O-nuclear weapon. 
s; the Bens .. Military exercises, conscription and civil defence preparations 


ression wie 
ct it is an 

of bluft: %) 0 

of confident? 
itional game |, 

it is a gat aoe : 

it is 2 Pe Christians to end the manufacture and testing of hydrogen 
withdraw be : by the Peace Committee of the Society of Friends. 
gers’? like aif be 

‘ % 6 

ast in time * So the race in the development of devilish weapons of mass 
categorically P the minds of people everywhere in the fear of war. Who will 


: deterrent if break the vicious circle ? nar j 
ess there ! thy ,V& are convinced that the time is right—and it is essential that 
; of shi Moment should be seized—for a new courageous moral] leader- 
citly underst 1 Pin the world. 
d. exec Courageous leadership needed 
isne ‘ : , 
imited wars i W The first step in the demonstration of such leadership would be, 
sons cannot 4 ha clieve, an announcement by one of the Great Powers—we pray 
: Mann may be Great Britain—that it will henceforth abandon the 
, at the Patt Ufacture and testing of hydrogen bombs. 
It is absuf@ | 4» We gladly recognise that in the past year the discussions in 
clear weape y, United Nations’ Disarmament sub-Committee have shown some 
ictical use. Heeess ; but final agreement seems now to be held up for lack of 
at courageous leadership for which we call. 
u Such an act of faith might well create new trust and respect 
“t would enable further steps in disarmament to be taken. We 


ussian Govtl 
then even 18; 
1 destructions esp 0& prepared to face the risk that the others Powers might not 
an populati® “Pond, but Christian action always involves risk. 
inevitably ¥ We urge all who share our conviction that an act of faith is 
aes ‘ded, to accept the responsibility laid on them as citizens of 
thy Sliamentary democracy to make know their convictions in 
'S matter to MPs, to ministers of religion and to all groups and 
sons who can be persuaded to listen. : 
do , et it not be said that the peace was lost because “I did not 
4) ‘Ky bit.” Let not the Christian have to reproach himself because 
ity fAlled in loyalty to Christ when faced with the greatest moral 
© of my time.” 


STUART MOR 


.™ 
soe 
—s 


who broadcast on pacifism 
last night, asks— 


WHY NOT RUN TH 


RISK OF PEACE? 


The pacifist alternative: courage and hope 


Last night listeners to the BBC’s Northern 
Home Service programme heard Stuart Morris, 
General Secretary of the Peace Pledge Union, 
open a discussion on “ Pacifism : The Uncon- 


ditional Rejéction of War.” The discussion, 
which it is expected will be available on a 
record, will have given thousands of listeners 
an opportunity of hearing the pacifist case. 


4 san programme last night could hardly have been broadcast at a more opportune time, 
for the White Paper on Defence, following on the Home Office pamphlet on nuclear 
warfare, makes plain the barrenness of Government policy. 


The Government have based their policy on the power of the H-bomb to deter. But 
knowing that they cannot rely on it, they have to admit that defence has become meaning- 
less and, so far as the civilian population is concerned, they can offer nothing better than a 


KENYA GOVERNMENT 
SEEKS CONFESSION FROM 
INNOCENT MAN 


Lam, 12th October 1955 


Mre.Mary Klopper 
11 Sylvan Place 
EDINBURGH 9 


Dear Madam, 


I am the Rehabilitation Officer who is in charge 
of the camp, where Mr.Achieng stays. His correspondence goes 
through my office. 

I wonder if you as a friend of Mr.Achieng could 
influence him to change his attitude. There ia no doubt in the 
mind of every official concerned with his case that he is deep- 
ly invelved in the Meu Mau business. It is therefcre pathetic 
to see how he struggles against all odds to gain his freedom 
by complete denial. 

His family suffers and iives in poverty. He would 
be well advised to put his duty towards his family above his 
imagined duty as a leader of a tribe. 


I am of qourse not in a position to make any pro- 
mises or to enter any bargain. But it is my considerate opinion 
that he cannot get release for a very long time to come unless 
he decides to make a full confession first. 


Now is the moment to turn from reliance on the deterrent 
Power of fear and to rely on the matchless power of good faith 


Christian love. 


Acquitted, but still 


Netained in Kenya 


THe PEACE NEWS REPORTER 

Kenya Government is trying to 
»~ ‘force a confession from a man found 
“Rocent by its own court. 


MS letter reproduced above refers to 
“« Achieng, a man who has been held in a 
igjttion” camp on suspicion of Mau Mau 
‘hay Wes for over two years despite the fact 
sa tan appeals court acquitted him of such 
‘Stn '8¢ because there was no evidence to 
| 45°rt that charge. 

the Me letter was written to Mrs. Mary Klopper, 
Men, “© Of a leading member of the Depart- 
Uni, Of Medical Research at Edinburgh 
(,.T8ity, by Alfred H. Becker, Officer in 
8¢, Rehabilitation, Lamu District, Kenya. 
Chieng was formerly Secretary to the 
African Union. He was described to 
ews by Mr. Fenner Brockway, MP, as 


~~ of the men that I would feel certain had 


=) Wulfstan Road, near the prison gates. 


camp 


no connection with Mau Mau at all. His 
whole character is completely alien to it.” 

Mr. Brockway met Mr. Achieng in London 
in 1952 when the latter was visiting England. 

“Here he impressed everyone he met by 
his gentle character, culture and sensitiveness, 
and as a man who was opposed to any 
violence,” said Mr. Brockway. 

Mr. Achieng is a member of the Luo tribe 
which was never involved in Mau Mau 
activities. 

When Mr. Achieng returned to Kenya he 
was promptly arrested and later tried with 
Jomo Kenyatta and six others all charged 


THEY MARCH AGAIN ON 


On Sunday, at 2 p.m., pacifists who have 
been picketing Wormwood Scrubs prison day 
and night this week will join with other 
sympathisers and march with posters from the 
prison to Hyde Park where a meeting will be 
held at 3.15 p.m. The march will assemble at 


Below, left: Denis Egan picketing the 
prison shortly before being sentenced for re- 


Yours faithfully 


A. H. BECKER, 
Officer ile Rehabilitation, 
home Disirics 


with organising membership and management 
of the Mau Mau movement. 

All eight were found guilty by the court, 
but on appeal the conviction of Mr. Achieng 
was reversed. 

The appeals court singled him out for 
acquittal on the ground that there was no 
evidence against him. The appeals court 
confirmed the sentences of the other seven men. 

Mr. Achieng was picked up the next day 
and has been kept in detention ever since. 

This case involves some basic issues. These 
points seem clear: 

OO ON BACK PAGE 


SUNDAY 


fusing medical examination. Bottom: night 
time vigil, Henry Rose and Allen Russell are 
the pickets. 

Centre: last Saturday’s march to the prison 
approaches Marble Arch led by Ian Dixon, 
PYAG Secretary. Right: Phoebe Merrick and 
Kay Harris (right) whose fiancee, Ron Keating, 
is in prison. 

See “From the Editor's Notebook "—p. 2. 


completely unrealistic scheme for evacuat- 
ing a quarter of the population. 

They have nothing new to suggest to end 
the deadlock about Germany or Formosd, or 
to mect the needs of a hungry world. 

To match this polcy of fear and despon- 
dency, pacifists offer a realistic policy of 
courage and hope—the adventure of learning 
how to live together against the preparation 
for dying together. 

Of course, it involves risks. What adventure 
does not? But it does look to a world in which 
man’s hopes can be realised and his needs met. 


IF WE DISARM 

What will happen if we continue the arms 
race? What will happen if Britain alone 
disarms? 

The answer to the second question is not 
so obvious as to the first, because we have no 
valid experience to guide us. But we can at 
least state the possibilities. 

The fact that the hopes, fears and needs of 
the people of America and Russia are much 
the same as ours warrants the assertion that 
they are as anxious as we to be relieved of 
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SLAVE TRAFFIC 


SCANDAL 
Will NATO keep silent? 


From Christopher Farley 
[HE United Nations is to investigate a 
Series of reports that slaves are being 
taken in French Africa and sold in Saudi 
Arabia. 

A preliminary report to the Consultative 
Assembly of the French Union states that the 
main trade is in young Negro virgins under 15, 
sold at between £200 and £400. 

A French source at the United Nations has 
confirmed that ‘some trace” of the slave trade 
has been uncovered. 

The Anti-Slavery and Aborigines Protection 
Society in London describes the sources of the 
reports as “very well informed and reliable 
sources that we trust.” 

The Society is preparing a Report for sub- 
mission to the UN Economic and _ Social 
Council in April on what it describes as an 
increasing traffic by “Saudi Arabian slave 
dealers, seeking concubines for the harems of 
wealthy customers.” (Apparently better stocked 
harems can now be afforded because of the oil 
boom.) 

Both Saudi Arabia and Yemen, the Report 
continues, “have not answered repeated UN 
and other enquiries concerning slaves, although 
both are member nations.” 

The UN correspondent of The Times reports 
that Arab agents, posing as conductors of the 
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regarded as militarily desirable.” 


meeting even essential needs. 


remain a “great Power.” 


: * 


£1600 millions to arms cannot stand 
can without any comparable strain 


millions, 
The 


adjust her policies to the wishes of 
she will be tied. 


deterrents, 


play their part. 


* 


E need to ask ourselves today 


break out?’ 
she is to collapse ?” 


influence as India ? 


where real greatness lies. 


— 
XNANANNY 
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TPE thing that has thrilled me on 
my speaking tour of California 
is that there are indications that the 
apathy that has characterised students 
ever since the close of the war is 
i being dissipated, in some instances, 
| in places well immersed in war work. 
Thus, at the famous California 
Institute of Technology, 60 students 
turned up at each of two meetings 
dealing with pacifist philosophy and 
: programme. 

At the University of California at 
Los Angeles I debated pacifism with 
a member of the Political Science 
Department. The meeting was spon- 
sored by the Graduate Students’ 
Association and the debate moderated 

) by a history professor. 

It was the first public meeting” on 
pacifism since the beginning of the 
) war, in an institution and a city 
where the atmosphere has been one 
of rather extreme repression. 

Four hundred students turned out 
and were obviously deeply interested 
and often sympathetic to the pacifist 


! viewpoint. 
STALIN PUSHED BACK 
There is no question that the 


Twentieth Congress of the Com- 
munist Party of the USSR has been 
) an event of world significance. One 
of its most important aspects has been 
its persistent and vigorous denun- 
ciation of the “cult of personality.” 
its pushing Stalin into the back- 
ground, and its advocacy of the 
principle of collective leadership. 
Furthermore, the indications are 
that the power actually is in the 


more Britain tries to be “ 1 
militaristic sense, the weaker she will become in her economy and in the 
standard of life of her people; the more necessary will it be for her to 
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The dynamics of collective leadership 
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GREATNESS 


NEW note has come into the debates on the “ Defence ” esti- 

mates in recent years. It is particularly evident this year. 

As always, there is agreement on both sides that Britain is, and must 
remain, a “great Power.” At the same time there is equal agreement that 
it is impossible for Britain to be militarily equipped as a “ great Power. 

This explains the heavy emphasis today placed on “ priorities.” 

“It has always been plain,” said the Minister of Defence, Sir Walter 
Monckton, “that we could never afford to do everything that might he 


” 


This was by no means the doctrine when there was no question about 
Britain being a “great Power,” when “Defence” estimates were £70 or 
£80 millions, compared with today’s £1600 millions, 

It may be true that the heads of the Services could always use 
more money on their devastating toys. But so far as the House of Com- 
mons is concerned, there is quite a new note in Sir Walter's statement : 

“The review of the defence programme which has been going 
on since the last Statement on Defence was published has shown that 
the resources available for defence will be stretched to the utmost in 


“If we were to try to do more, we should impose an intolerable 
strain on the national economy and so defeat our own ends; in other 
words full insurance cover is beyond our means, and some degree of 
risk is inevitable but this risk must be a calculated risk.” 

This conception was not at issue in the debate. It was equally accepted 
on both sides of the House, as was also the assumption that Britain must 
The debate was conducted with the display 
usual at such times of factitious realism, 


* 


NOBODY was genuinely realistic enough to insist, however, that 
it is impossible for Britain to be a “ great Power ” today. 
A people of 50 millions, not able to control the resources and man- 
power of great subject nations, cannot rank in military “ greatness 


besides Powers of 160 and 200 millions. 
A people who by stretching resources “to the utmost” can devote 


in “gfeatness” beside peoples who 
devote for these purposes £12,000 


great” in the traditional bullying 


the great military Power to which 


She can only have the trappings of “ greatness” by bleeding herself 
white and forfeiting all genuine independence. 

Sir Walter said our objectives must be fourfold : we must make our 
contribution to the deterrent and the means to deliver it; our forces must 
dealing with limited and local conflicts wherever they may break out ;_ and 
be prepared to play their part in the cold war; they must be capable of 
finally they must be ready to play their part effectively if global war should 
break out “in spite of all our efforts.” 

When that war arrives, it would seem that we are all to die of 


Observe, however, that cold war. is no longer a period of (tension 
that may lead to war. Now armed forces will be brought into action to 
It is accepted as war in the old limited sense, which 
may. precipitate global—and thus, nuclear—war, 


* 


3 “ Why must Britain have forces 
capable of dealing with local conflicts ‘Wherever they may 


/ ““Why Britain more than India, Burma, Pakistan or Indonesia ? 
“Why should Britain try to remain a ‘ great Power’ if in the process 


Even by seeking to retain a former status Britain cannot exercise 
its maximum influence in the world. 


Does she today, exert as great an 


It is time that Britain began to review its sense of values and consider 


When her statesmen can face the obvious fact that it is impossible any 
longer for Britain to be a great Power, they may be able to set about the 
more worthy task of making us a truly great people and a great nation. 
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hands of a group, an oligarchy, and 
is likely for some time to stay there. 

It will be recalled that the principle 
of collective leadership was enunci- 
ated by Malenkov, Khrushchov and 
Bulganin at the time of Stalin’s 
death. 


I expressed the opinion at the time 
that a Communist or monolithic 
party regime might conceivably 
Operate on this basis. 

Many close students of Communist 
history rejected this view and held 
that a struggle for power resulting 
in the emergence of another dictator 
was inevitable under such a system. 

When Beria fell into disfavour and 
was liquidated, it looked as though 
their prophecy was going to be ful- 
filled. But subsequent developments 
have not borne this out. 

The idea of collective leadership 
has now been made the outstanding 
and central feature of Party organi- 
sation in the Soviet Union, unless 
all appearances are deceiving. 

This means also that an attempt is 
being made to put into practice the 
doctrine of democratic centralism 
which theoretically was the pattern of 
Communist organisation before and 
during the 1917 Yevolution. 

Democratic centralism sought to 
combine the advantages of democratic 
process and unlimited discussion on 
the one hand, and highly centralised, 
and thus presumably efficient action, 


WHATEVER may be the immedi- 

ate explanation of the brusque 
lack of ceremony that attended the 
dismissal of General Glubb, Colonel 
Sir Patrick Coghill and Colonel Cook 
from their positions of command of 
the Arab Legion there can be little 
doubt that this is a further con- 
sequence of the ill-starred Bagdad 
Pact. 


The attempt to deal with the 
Middle East on the lines of NATO 
and SEATO was an_ outstanding 
example of the British Government’s 
incapacity to approach the problems 
of international relationships in other 
than military terms. 


This Pact and the construction of 
METO that it provided for has set the 
whole Arab world by the ears and 
was an affront to the growing spirit 
of national independence that has 
been manifested in Jordan as else- 


where. 


It has led in Jordan to nationalist 
pressures to cut through the 
“strings” that already attached Jordan 
to British policy. 


Consequences of 


defiance 
(,ENERAL SIR GERALD 
“ TEMPLAR’S recent visit to 


Jordan in order to seck a change of 
attitude in regard to METO had in 
fact a completely opposite effect and 
may have been directly connected 
with Glubb’s dismissal. 


On the one hand Jordan has very 
largely depended on subsidies from 
Britain, while on the other the con- 
stitution of the Arab Legion and its 
Command had come to represent an 
affront to Arab opinion. 

Jordan has decided to remove the 
most prominent symbol of a con- 
dition to which its public opinion 
objects at the risk of the loss of the 
subsidies. 

There is, however, today a new attj- 
tude to aid, and particularly to 
“Mutual Security Aid.” What has 
happened may open a new phase in 
the transformation of the instruments 
by means of which the cold war 
struggle is waged. 


Vigilance needed 


NHE controversy about capital 
punishment may be expected to 
flare up again into the headlines 
within the next few days as the 
second reading of Mr. Sidney Silver- 
man’s Bill approaches, 

Already the Press is doing its best, 
in some quarters, with the idea that 
the House of Commons vote on 
February 16 was too far ahead of 
public opinion, and one of the Under 
Secretaries at the Home Office, Lord 
Mancroft, has hinted that a House 
of Lords vote which is in accord with 
public opinion cannot be the basis 
for a battle of “Lords versus Com- 
mons.” 

It is necessary for every believer 
in abolition to be vigilant at this 
time ; it is also necessary for him to 
be responsible and factual in his 
preiments 7 ee 

A line now being taken Ts 
like the Daily Telegraphy ery 
emphasise that those in favour of 


% 
Z 


% NS Nee or 


on the other. 

Decisions were to be arrived at in 
a democratic fashion, During dis- 
cussion periods any Party member 
could say anything he wanted on the 
subject under discussion. Once the 
vote had been taken—without pro- 
vision for the sense of the meeting 
in Quaker fashion—it is expected 
that every member shall carry out 
the decision and argue unequivocally 
and enthusiastically for it, no matter 
how wrong he may believe it to be. 


THE LOCUS OF POWER 

There were elements in the situ- 
ation which made it hard to main- 
tain any semblance of democracy and 
which fostered centralisation and 
iron discipline. 

For one thing, there is plainly 
something incomplete and_ highly 
vulnerable about an “ opposition” 
which is temporary and intermittent 
in character, which may function 
while an issue is a topic of party 
debate but then must totally liquidate 
itself, especially when oppositionists 
are required not only to conform 
their actions to the majority decision 
but their public and private speech, 
and in fact their thinking and feeling. 

Obviously the only machinery in 
such a set-up, the only locus of 
power, is the Party Executive. It is 
unlikely that anything can disturb 
it. It seems bound to acquire a vested 
interest in remaining in power. It 
seems likely also that within the 
Executive itself the tendency toward 
centralisation of power in one man 
will prove strong. 
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retaining the death penalty 
actuated also by conscience. 


are 


No reasonable abolitionist has ever 
suggested otherwise, but he may well 
wonder whether the motives of the 
defenders of capital punishment are 
not also sometimes mixed up with 
fear and doubt, which only an ex- 
perience of abolition can remove. 


Abolition will not lead to more 
murders, but if by any chance it 
appeared to have a harmful effect, 
those who wish to restore the death 
penalty would be free to campaign 
for that end, as the abolitionists have 
been free to campaign for its re- 
moval. 


Incidentally, the opening of the 
campaign with “ Murder on the Third 
Day ” has rather misfired. 


There is an average of a murder 
every three days anyhow, but just 
now when each murder will be 
certain to hit the headlines, there has 
becn a remarkable absence of them. 
Let us hope this will continue, but 
such is human nature that there may 
be half a dozen by the time these 
lines are read. 


That will make no difference to the 
case for the removal of the death 
penalty. 


The young MP's 


"PSHE capital punishment con- 

troversy should not be a party 
matter but some of the older Torics 
are trying to make it so and to in- 
fluence their younger members to 
change the vote they recorded in 
February. 


It is suggested that some of these 
young innocents were easily misled 
by propaganda and emotion, which is 
a poor reflection on the mentality of 
the younger Members of Parliament. 


One of them, Mr. Anthony Ker- 
shaw (Con. Stroud), with legal and 
police experience in his background 
has pointed out that even if he had 
any doubts about public opinion on 
the matter before he voted for 
abolition, these have been removed 
by his constituents since his vote, yet 
he does not regret the line he took 
nor intend to change it for he regards 
himself as a representative member of 
a national governing body, and not 
as a delegate. 


And Ted Leather, MP (Con. N. 
Somerset), one of the coming lads of 
the Government side of the House, 
has put the Telegraph in its place on 
the same issue, It is good to see that 


Tpwo young Quakers were the first 

on the Pacifist Youth Action 
Group’s rota of pickets outside 
Wormwood Scrubs Prison on Satur- 
day. 

They were Allen Russell 
Henry Rose. Henry was in 
Scrubs as a CO in 1952. 

Next from 8 p.m, to 12 midnight 
came Ian Dixon, Pacifist Youth 
Action Group Secretary and Terence 
Chivers, Rota Secretary. 


Both of them have taken a week 
off from work to stand-by should 
any breakdown occur in the picket- 
ing. 

David Hoggett, ex-serviceman- 
turned-CO, and contributor to Peace 
News came to London from his home 
near Cheltenham to join the pickets. 

He returned to England last year 
after two years in India with 
Gandhian village workers and with 
Vinoba Bhave's land gift mo.ement. 


From outside to inside? 


DENIS EGAN took the 8 p.m to 
midnight shift outside the prison 
on Sunday. 


Only 10} hours after his turn of 
picketing ended he appeared at Acton 
Magistrate’s Court, summoned for 
refusing a call-up medical examina- 
tion. 


After a court order to be examined 
had been made and Denis Egan had 
again declined examination, he was 
detained in the police station. 

Bail was obtained in order that 
he could continue picketing outside 
the prison until he again appeared 
before the court on Wednesday. 

These notes will have gone to press 
before I know whether or not he has 
been in one of the Black Marias 
which the pickets see enter the prison 
each day, 


Night watch for peace 


FFRED and Helen Brown a young 
married couple, tackled these 


and 
the 
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Tides ta those bo 
One offered a lift t 
Who was walkin 
eekly, 
«dhe refused. “ 
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when the political arena is cleared 
the removal of the Whips, 1! 
ligence and conscience can 4 


themselves. 


Abrogation of 
Union 


TINHE breakdown of the Du 
* Indonesian conference for Pa 
improvement of mutual relations i 
been quickly followed by the I wuscientious Ob 
nesian Parliament's abrogation”) War, 
the Act of Union and the financi eee derstood 
economic agreements attached 100% k 
concluded in 1949 under ~ Once remark 
sovereignty transfer arrangement | ns that those w 
It is not surprising that the abl It with the gri 
gation was celebrated in Jakarla Appearing for Jo 
the flying of flags from 2 ftious objector, 
buildings and a number of P' Ned this to th 
houses, and welcomed by the | eivin pleaded gu 
mercial Counsellor of the Japa®™) "lth conditions gra 
Embassy, ua hee agree ig APpellate Tribunal 
amounted to a kind of perpetu' 4 
of Dutch commercial preponde! Ba are ah 
in Indonesia. eee failed a ic 
Y last year, a 


But as the Dutch had alread *emption. 
tacitly accepted that the Union 
these agreements were to come t0 
end, it is a great pity that a a 
difference about conditions of a 
tration in cases of possible disty 
should have become the osten d 
reason for the final breakdowl 
the conference. 


Trial at Jakar(é 


'INHE negotiations were ove 
shadowed from the very beginmt 
by the sinister influence of the 4% 
tion of New Guinea and of the # 
of a number of Dutchmen at Jaka™ 
accused of subversive activities. _ eco ater a 
It has been plain for some | yg); US!on : 
that there would be no amicable tig?le to comply 
settlement of the problem of ® -° 
Guinea. But in addition to this Melvin was fine 
fact that the failure of the neg® “ys in which to ¢ 
ations coincided in time with ®@ 2 
approaching end of the Jungschlafe 
trial makes matters very much w0 
No one who has not read # 
hearing-by-hearing transcripts of 
trial can have any idea of the fo 
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! Meral Meeting of 
hn Harvey, Hana-F 


tastic strangeness of the procced! u SATURDAY, 
To European eyes they would 4 at Indian Students 
farcical if it were not that a m@ 


life is at stake, Fiesrey © 

For the prosecutor, in his Ha 
cluding speech on February 23:4. 
now demanded the death pe# 
against the accused, and crowds @ 
side the court have wildly dem® 
strated even against the defet™ 
counsel. 

Pending the result of the 
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the defence is scheduled for Maré ; 
and the judge may then take a On receipt of 
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time to A ES, his findings, a? 
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AT THE TRIBUNAL 


The over-riding objection 


PEACE NEWS 


REPORTER 


UNCONDITIONALIST Don Alexander was granted CONDITIONAL exemption 
by the London Appellate Tribunal for Conscientious Objectors on February 27. 


For refusing to submit to a medical examination for the armed forces, Don Alexander 
was sent to jail—he asked if he could take his clarinet with him—on January 12 for six 


months. 


He was brought from Durham Prison to 
attend the Appeal. 


Don Alexander belongs to a family which 
is well-known in the North of England for 
its stand against conscription. During World 
War I, his father and uncle were absolutists. 
During World War If an aunt was sent to 
prison for not complying with direction for 
civil work. 

At the outbreak of the last war, Don accom- 
panied his family to Norway, where two of 
his elder brothers were subsequently put into 
concentration camps, because they were of 
military age. 

On the family’s return to England, another 
brother, Jeffrey, was sent to prison for three 
months for not complying with conditions. 
Bruce, a cousin to Don, appeared before the 
London Appellate in 1951, 


A matter of principle 


Testifying to his brother's sincerity, Mr. 
R. B. Alexander said that his objection came 
from his conscience, his upbringing and his 
personality. 


Don told the Appellate that he had a 
conscientious objection to work in a hospital. 


“IT don't think it is correct that you 
should give alternatives to war. I object to 
the principle of enforcing alternatives to 
something to which I object.” 

The Chairman asked him whether it had 
ever struck him that his was a really selfish 
attitude. 

Don replied, “It is the principle which I 
think is wrong.” 

Representing the appellant, Denais Hayes 
stated, “It comes to this, | He realises that 
there is some work which he would have a 
conscientious objection to because of the 
work, and some which he would not have a 
conscientious objection to, but over-riding that 
he has a conscientious objection to conscrip- 


tion.” 


News Chronicle complains 


7 qT does not seem to us a conclusive argu- 

ment for penalising the sincere, if  be- 
lated, objector.” The Editorial of the News 
Chronicle of February 8 closed with those 
words. 

It was dealing with the lack of provision 
for young men, who, having’ gone into the 
armed forces, develop a conscientious objec- 
tion and find themselves unable to put their 
case before a tribunal before they have served 
90 days’ imprisonment. 

The News Chronicle said, “A legal pro- 
vision for change of heart after conscription 
simply does not exist. 


“This ignores the fact that the late teens 
are a period of intellectual flux, the time 
when one’s views on politics, ethics, and the 
girl next door, can alter abruptly and funda- 
mentally., 

“The problem is that a change in the law 
might make it easier for the coward and the 
shirker to avoid National Service. This is 
a very real difficulty.” 
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FROM A DUTCH PRISON 


A RIE VISSER, sentenced to two years im- 
+*% prisonment because of his objection to 
military service, has asked his lawyer to send 
this message to all who sent greetings to his 
home-address at Christmas 1955: 

“T should like to express my thanks to the 
many friends who sent their greetings to me 
on the occasion of Christmas and New Year. 
Since June 8, when I refused to join the army, 
I am spending my days in cellular isolation 
waiting for my trial. 

“Your proof of solidarity gave me the 
spirit I need to pass the coming months and 
years in the knowledge that in all parts of 
the world people fight against war and in- 
justice. 

“Such a persevering struggle must bring the 
victory and our reward will be a_ peaceful 
world without fear and violence, without 
oppression and discrimination of coloured 
peoples. Good luck to you in 1956!” 


“pocccere 


A CHOICE OF MASTERS 


From a Correspondent 


DARTFORD, Kent man pleaded 
guilty at Clerkenwell Magistrates’ 
Court on February 28 to a charge of fail- 
ing to comply with an order issued by the 
court, on February 27, to submit to a 
medical examination under the National 


Service Acts. 

Mr. Edward Robey, the Magistrate, com- 
mented : 

“You can bring a man by force before the 
court and then ask him whether he is willing. 
You cant force him to have a_ medical 
examination.” 

Mr. Robey was commenting on the fact 
that David Edward Goldbrom, a 19-year-old 
tailor’s presser, a Jehovah's Witness, had been 
ordered the previous day by another judge 
to report for a medical examination. 

Goldbrom had been taken before a medical 
board and asked whether he was willing to 
be examined. He said he was not, and was 
then charged. The youth had refused a pre- 
vious order on December 19. 

“This is a position I have carefully con- 
templated for the past couple of years, and I 
wish to stand by my decision,” Goldbrom 
told Mr. Robey. 

“People are entitled to have views on any 
matter, but when they come in conflict with 
the law of the land they must obey the law 
of the land, whether they approve of it or not,” 


remarked the Magistrate, “ You can’t evade 


your responsibilities.” 
Goldbrom: “It is not a question of 
responsibilities. It is a question of whether 

I wish to obey God or obey man.” 

Mr. Robey: “ Well, while you are in the 
flesh you have got to carry out the commands 
of the country under whose rule you are.” 

“My mind is made up,” Goldbrom told 
Mr. Robey. 

The Magistrate: ‘‘ Very well, the sentence 
is 12 months.” 


New York Peace Institute 


From NORMAN WHITNEY 


JLORMOSA could become a small inde- 

pendent state, with its independence 
internationally guaranteed. Or it could be 
made a trusteeship, with either one or several 
countries as trustees, but in any case under 
the ultimate authority of the UN,” said 
Professor Owen Lattimore at the 16th Annual 
Institute of International Relations for New 
York State which was held in Syracuse, New 
York on February 24-26. 


Dr. Lattimore, a professor at Johns Hopkins 
University and authority on Asia was once 
charged by McCarthy with Communist sym- 
pathies. The legal case against him has now 
been dropped by the Government. 


The conference was attended by two hundred 
persons, including student representatives from 
eleven colleges and universities in the state. 
It was jointly sponsored by the American 
Friends Service Committee and the New York 
State Peace Council. 


A Formosa trustecship could be either for 
a fixed term or for an indefinite period. In 
any event ‘the Formosan Chinese should not 
be heartlessly traded about like chattels; and 
refugees from the mainland should be given 
ample time to decide whether to stay or to 
emigrate elsewhere.” 


China: Soviet ally 


Lattimore observed that China is an ally 
not a satellite, of Russia, and that the centre 
of gravity of world Communism now lies 
somewhere between Moscow and Peking. In 
reply to accusations that the US is trying to 
control Asia, he advocated that the US should 
take the lead in suggesting that Asian nations 
solve the Formosa problem. 


The opening address was given by Homer, 


Jack, minister of the Unitarian Church in 
Evanston, Illinois, author and world traveller, 
who attended the Asian-African Conference in 
1955. 


He interpreted the significance of Bandung 
as voicing the aspirations of the coloured 
peoples of the world for freedom, inde- 
pendence, and recognition, and their determin- 
ation to win such status. 


Dorothy Day, editor of the Catholic Worker 
in New York City, described the work of 
CW Houses of Hospitality, and emphasised 
the need for individual commitment, brother- 
hood and community in establishing a social 
order based on love and co-operation instead 
of competition and violence. 


Her’s was a personalist and radical approach 
to peace. 


Hinshaw’s view 


In the closing address of the institute Cecil 
Hinshaw, who recently returned from an eight- 
month journey around the world and is now 
lecturer at Pendle Hill, the Quaker Centre for 
religious and social studies, outlined a_non- 
violent foreign policy for the United States. 


It included prompt disarmament, universal 
if possible, unilateral if necessary; social and 
technical assistance; and the organisation of a 
non-violent ‘“ defence.” 


Such a programme, he urged, would require 
the support of disciplined individuals and 
groups committed to the Gandhian principle 
and practice. 


Cecil Hinshaw was a member of the working 
party that produced the American Friends 
Service Committee report, “Speak Truth to 
Power: a Quaker search for an alternative to 
Violence.” 


TWO NOMINATIONS FOR PPU 
NATIONAL CHAIRMAN 


JARED BARTON and MICHAEL TIPPETT 
have been nominated for election as Peace 
Pledge Union National Chairman for 1956-7. 
All PPU members are eligible to vote, and 
ballot papers must be received back not later 
than the first post on April 3. 

Any member who has not received a ballot 
paper through a Group or as an annual sub- 
criber can obtain one by applying to the 
General Secretary, PPU, 6 Endsleigh Street, 
London, W.C.1. It would be helpful if a 
stamped, addressed envelope was enclosed with 
application. 
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ANOTHER Is. 9d., PLEASE 


HE Government takes 

12s. 9d. a week in taxes, 
on an average, from everyone 
in Britain to pay for their 
arms biil. 

If only this sum could come 
to Peace News next week 
from every purchaser of the FUND 
paper our financial difficulties valEsr 
for 1956 would be solved. 


We could stop worrying about whether we 
shall be able to raise £2,500 from this fortnightly 
appeal; we could enlarge the newspaper and 
concentrate all our energies on improvements. 


I know that 12s. 9d. is a large sum of money 
out of the weekly budget (If you are a family 
of five your share in the weekly arms budget is 
£3 3s. 9d. Not having the effrontery of a 
Chancellor of the Exchequer 1! dare not ask you 
for that), but Peace News can put it to so 
much better use than NATO. 


Yes. | am asking you to pay twice this week. 
You will pay forcibly for war, voluntarily for 
peace. 


Our need is great. 
pared with last year. 
is £625. 


Please, another 12s. 9d. this week, sent to 
Peace News, 3 Blackstock Road, N.4—not 
Whitehall. 


PN 


We are £100 down com- 
Our target for March 31 


THE EDITOR. 


Contributions since February 24: £9 14s, 11d. 
Total since January 1, 1956: £83 7s. 7d. 


An anonymous donation of 10s. from Witham, 
Essex, is gratefully acknowledged. 


Please make cheques, etc., payable to Peace 
News Lid., and address them to Lady Clare 
Annesley. Joint Treasurer, Peace News, 3 
Blackstock Road, London, N.4. 


In The Commons 


& R. EMRYS HUGHES MP asked the 
Minister of Labour in the Commons on 
February 23: 


“Tf there are very important reasons for 
exempting coal miners and allowing them to 
do their National Service in the mines, and 
for allowing agricultural workers to do their 
National Service on the land, will not the 
Minister consider allowing teachers to do their 
National Service in the schools ?” 


Mr. Tain Macleod replied that he had heard 
of no cases at all of teachers in Scotland being 
called up in 1955. 


| RENOUNCE WAR AND | WILL NEVER 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER 
This pledge, signed by each member, is 
the basis, of the Peace Pledge Union. 
Send YOUR pledge to 
P.P.U. HEADQUARTERS 


Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh Street, W.C.1 


ADVERTISER’S ANNOUNCEMENT 


New hope for 
Elsie 


(A true story with, name and likeness aljered) 


One night the police ‘phoned the Hungerford 
Hostel—could we do anything for a well- 
spoken young woman who had taken to 
drink? That was the description of Elsie at 
the time. She had been an accomplished 
teacher, but a dearly loved brother had died 
tragically, and Elsie went to pieces. Life did 
not seem worth living—but there was always 
alcohol and forgetfulness. 


Soon Elsie had no job, no money, no 
friends. When she came to the Hostel there 
was despair in her eyes, and it has taken all 
of two years to get rid of it. 


A Reason for Trying 


Today Elsie has a job, a little money saved 
and, her drinking has been brought under 
control. She looks a different woman.  In- 
stead of feeling rejected by life, she has found 
friendship, understanding, and a reason for 
trying. 


Once again the basic security of a place to 
live, and the warm atmosphere of a big family 
have helped to re-make a human personality. 
This is the real work of the Hungerford 
Hostel. We offer a home, though alas it is a 
home with few comforts. We desperately need 
some repairs and new furnishings. 


In the last year about five thousand folk 
have been helped in various ways, and at the 
moment 80 people are living in the hostel. 
Can you help this work which has been called 
“Christianity with its coat off ?” Please send 
whatever you can afford to Dr. Donald O. 
Soper, Kingsway Hall, London, W.C.2. 
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What happens 


| in Asia... | 


= By Robert Greacen 


Spotlight on Asia : A Penguin Special, by 
Guy Wint, 2s. 6d. 
"THE latest addition to the Penguin 
Special series is Spotlight on Asia by 
Guy Wint, a leader writer on the 
Manchester Guardian. 
Mr. Wint is well-qualified for his task 
of writing a 200-page survey of Asia 
today. 


Mr. Wint has ideal qualifications as a guide 
to what is happening in Asia—and to why it 
is happening. He sketches in the historical 
background to events in India, China and 
Japan during the past decade which has seen 
so great a transformation in the Asian scene. 

Today, we have an Indian parliamentary 
democracy. 

In contrast there is that newly-awakened 
giant, China, with its population of 600 
million, which has put its faith in militant 
Communism. 

* 


Mr. Wint strikes this fundamentally sound 
note at the beginning of his valuable little 
book: 

“For the first time for some centuries it 
[Asia] has become again a part of the world 
on which the historian or philosopher must 
concentrate if he wishes to see what of 
lasting interest is happening in this period 
of the history of man.” 

In his chapters on India (and elsewhere in 
his volume) Mr. Wint pays tribute to the 
genius of Gandhi and the enormous influence 
which his philosophy of non-violence has had 
not only in India but throughout the Asian 
continent. 

He explains, too, the hold which Mr, Nehru 
has increasingly exercised on the minds and 
affections of his compatriots. 

But readers of this journal may well be 
rather more interested in the lively thumb- 
nail portrait of that extraordinary man, Vinoba 
Bhave, who is slowly capturing the imagina- 
tion of his fellow-Asians, 

In passing, one might mention that Mr. 
Jayaprakash Narayan, former leader of the 
Indian Socialist Party, has given up all his 
olitical interests in order to further Vinoba 

have’s land-transfer mission. Will this idea 
prove in the end the most effective Indian 
answer to the blandishments of the Com- 
munist leaders in Russia and China? 


* 


Anyone who wants the objective facts about 
the Communist Revolution in China would do 
well to turn to SPOTLIGHT ON ASIA. There is 
much in the story of the Communist take-over 
and rule that is extremely revolting. In 
September 1952 Mr. Po Yi-po, Minister of 
Finance, stated: 

“Jn the past three years we have liquidated 
more than two million bandits.” 

According to Mr. Wint the term “ bandit” 
was being used to mean anybody who pos- 
sessed a little land or was regarded by the 
Communists as in any way dangerous to the 
regime. 

Mr. Po Yi-po’s statement has been an acute 
embarrassment to Communists abroad. 

I would stress that Mr. Wint writes as a 
liberal-minded anti-Communist not as a fanatic 
of the Koestler type. He is no advocate of 
bombs or blockades or “ massive retaliation.” 
I urge everyone who wants to know the facts 
of the Asian situation—and the background to 
them—to get hold of SPOTLIGHT ON ASIA. 

Taking it at its lowest, our own future as 
individuals, even our survival, is involved in 
what happens to Asia’s millions during the 
next decade or so. 
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BOOK TOKENS 
Any book in print 
ES speedily supplied 
or ask for our list. 
available by post, and exchanged by 
HOUSMANS BOOKSHOP 
The Peace News Booksellers 


3 Blackstock Road, Lendon N.4. 
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CONSCRIPTION CONFERENCE 


For boys between 16 and 18 
at 
WHAN CROSS 
Chalfont St. Peter, Bucks. 
from 


APRIL 9th - [Ith 


LEADERS 


HAROLD GUITE, M.A. 
(Chairman IFOR Youth Committee) 


SIDNEY WHITE 
(Member of Central Board for C.O.'s) 
~ COST 31/- 


Applications to: Friends Peace Committee, 
Friends House, Euston Road, London N.W.1 
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|The man ealled Gora 


By RALPH BLACKWOOD 


PPHE importance of the language state dispute in Indian politics today is highlighted 

by the general strike and civil disobedience campaign begun on February 24 in 
Calcutta and West Bengal by anti-Government forces, including Communists, 

Over 1,100 people were arrested the first day, including businessmen, professors, 


and students, 


Crowds cheered the resisters as police vans carried them away, Trains 


were stopped as people sat on railway tracks at several points. 


N a thatch-roofed mud hut near Vijawada in Andhra lives a man known to 

most of his friends as Gora. Once Gora was a biology professor in a nearby 

college, but during the independence movement he exchanged his suit, shirt, tie, 
coat and shoes for homespun dhoti (loincloth), kurta (Indian style shirt) and sandals. 


Shortly afterwards he was asked to leave 
the college. Gora went to work with the 
untouchables, 


Gora did not live in a fine house and take 
excursions to the untouchable quarters. He 
lived near them, mingled with them daily and 
got to know them and their problems well. His 
life with the untouchables had a_ strong 
influence on Gora. 


He simplified his own living and put more 
time into trying to get something done for 
them. Just last year he and some of his 
followers offered satyagraha against the 
government and were jailed. 


Gora is one of those unusual people who 
actually work among and understand the poor. 


Secondary issue 


Last October I asked Gora what he thought 
about the reorganisation of the states. 


“It is the right thing,’ Gora said. “The 
states should be reorganised according to 
language areas. But the Government, the 
politicians and other people are using the 
states reorganisation issue as a smoke screen. 


“They are using it to distract people from 
the most important problem—food. People 
are hungry. Some are almost starving. Do 
you sec anything about that in the Press ? 


“People are living in huts which aren’t fit 
for animals. You saw them.” (Gora had taken 
me on a tour of Vijawada once.) ‘“ But do 
you hear politicians saying anything about it?” 

I had to agree that neither the papers nor 
politicians were saying much about food or 
housing. 


“These are the really basic problems of 
India today,” Gora continued. “ The hungry, 
the ragged, those without decent housing. But 
the leaders are turning people’s minds away 
from the most important problems. The poli- 
ticians, the government and the newspapers 
are focusing people’s attention on the states 
reorganisation problem, Kashmir, Goa, inter- 
national problems—anything to keep them 
from thinking about their empty stomachs. 
Anything to keep them from doing something.” 


I asked, “ But why doesn’t the government 
want to attack the basic problems first ?” 


Threat to privilege 


Gora pointed out that any workable solution 
threatened the privileged position of a lot of 
people in power. It is much like the land 
problem. If you intend to do anything about 
the landless you have to take land away from 
the rich landlords. Perhaps in time, as a 
result of the reorganised economy, everyone 
will live well but the immediate effect would 
be a lowered standard of living for the land- 
lords, So in states where landlords have power 
over the politicians they block any reform. 

I couldn't help but feel that there was a 
lot of truth in what Gora said. However, I 
didn't feel that the emphasis on “ secondary 
problems” like the reorganisation of states was 
due so much to conscious efforts to cover up 
the basic issues. Rather it seemed to me to 
grow out of the too common insensitivity of 
men to the feelings and needs of others. 


A politician or a publisher is not hungry ; 
he is not dressed in rags; his house keeps 
him dry when it rains so he forgets about 
conditions in the untouchable area. 


When the states reorganisation problem 
comes up the editor or publisher is acutely 
aware of how it will effect his newspaper so 
he discusses it in the paper. The politician is 
deeply concerned about how it will effect his 
political future so he keeps abreast of develop- 
ments and makes speeches which help arouse 
and shape public opinion. 

Those who do most to shape public opinion 
are seldom the hungry and the ragged. They 
are usually the educated and it is also the 
educated who stand to lose or gain most by 
the reorganisation of the states. 


Consider the landless labourer. What does 
he have to gain or lose? His children do not 
go to school. He is so ignorant that he is at 
the mercy of the government officials whether 
or not he knows tthe language they use. What 
he needs most is three square meals. 


A Novel of Warm People 


A Wilderness to Conquer, by Helen Corse 
Barney, London, Bannisdale Press, 9s. 6d. 


SET in 18th Century Virginia, this novel— 

first published in America in 1951—con- 
cerns a group of Quaker settlers, its climax 
their hard and adventurous trek to Ohio in 
search of greater freedom. The author has 
based her story on facts recorded in Meeting- 
house minute books and Friends will recognise 
the authentic Quaker atmosphcre. 

Several incidents of good will, overcoming 
evil and of cordial relations between Quakers 
and Red Indians are woven into the story and 
might prove helpful and enlightening to those 
who have adopted the conventional view: 
case-hardened pacifists, one feels, may find 
them over-familiar and possibly a little too 
facile. ‘ 

At is a simple tale, swift-moving and packed 
with incident. Births, marriages, deaths, cap- 
tures and escapes come’ fast one upon another, 
but one senses that all will be well in the end. 
A warm-hearted book about mainly warm- 
hearted people ; though a little sweet perhaps 
for sophisticated palates. | MONA BENTIN. 


The case of the 


Nameless CO 
By MAVIS JAMES 


ITH a courage that those who 
drove him into uniform would 
not readily understand, a slight, be- 
spectacled young man faced the Lon- 
don Appellate when it sat one Monday 


last month. 

This conscientious objector, who shall be 
nameless (because he represents others who 
have been driven into this position) sat 
tensely nervous in his sack-like Army great- 
coat. 

It was not the atmosphere of the 
Tribunal, known amongst COs for its in- 
formality and more sympathetic outlook 
than most local Tribunals, which made him 
nervous. 

What disturbed our conscript CO was the 
battered state of his conscience, and how he 
could possibly, feasibly explain his waver- 
ings to three elderly gentlemen, people of 
logical reasoning. 

As a member of a religious sect which 
objects to conscription, he had been a 
conscientious objector, and had intended to 
take his stand as one. But the scom and 
jibes of his workmates proved too much for 
him. He felt “ out,” ~ odd,” “ cranky,” and 
someone gave him the title of “coward.” 

So he registered for military service. 

Because propaganda had told him that 
the RAF was the “ best ” service, he decided 
to join it. He squashed the tiny voice of 
conscience which asked him : * Best ? What 
does ‘ best’ mean ?” 

The RAF rejected him because his health 
was not first-class. 

In the breathing-space afforded him, con- 
science jabbed again. He tried to get em- 
pleyment in the mines. 

But the mines found the same medical 
defects as the RAF, so he joined the Army. 
They did not reject him. 

Whilst polishing buttons and laying out 
kit for inspection, whilst quecucing for food, 
and standing on parade, a man gets time 
for reflection. 

The things to which he objects are all 
about him. And conscience rebels. It no 
longer matters what one’s friends say, and 
the mockery of relatives becomes as nothing 
beside the mockery of one’s own conscience. 

This young man made a decision. It 
took him to Shepton Mallet for corrective 
treatment for three months, Then it brought 
him before the Appellate. 

“You don’t seem to have been able to 
make up your mind,” was one of the com- 
ments they made. 


A Quaker biography 
Daniel Oliver and Emily, His Wife, by Lettice 
louie Friends Home Service Committee, 
s. 6d, 


HIS is one of a series of short Quaker 

Biographies. Daniel Oliver was a young 
Scots lad who felt the call to be an evangelical 
missionary, and made his way via Morocco 
to Syria. 

After his marriage in England, he returned 
in 1895 with his Quaker wife to take charge 
of the Friends’ Mission School at Ras-el-Metn, 
where they worked for the rest of their lives, 
through some of the most difficult and bitter 
times that even Levant has known. They 
founded an orphanage, coped with refugees, 
and won the confidence and respect of all in 
the triangular struggle between Europeans, 
Jews and Arabs. Daniel Oliver died in 1952 
and his wife two years later. T.R.D. 


Ballad with a bang 


The Church that none can shake is shaken. 
The Cardinals are quite aghast. 

The Hebrew seeks to save his bacon. 

The Mussulman's bright eye is glassed. 
The Hindu's jolted out of caste. 

The Buddhist has forgotten OM. 

The Parsee's leisure hours are passed 

In talking of the atom-bomb. 


The forces drown their thoughts in Lacon. 
The RAF is simply grassed. 

Marines are told and aren't mistaken. 

The men who sail before the mast 

Regard the problem as “ a-vast”’. 

The infantry recall the Somme. 

The bombardier's chief word is “‘ Blast” 
In talking of the atom-bomb. 


Even the colleges awaken 

The Classicists are quite unclassed. 
The drooping flowers stand forsaken 
Upon the tomb of Dr. Ast. 

The botanists ignore their bast 
Grammarians with “ Nom d'un Nom” 
Cry words unparseable—-unparsed— 
In talking of the atom-bomb. 


ENVOI 
Prince, 1 observe your face shoot past 
Wearing a gaze of calm aplomb. 
Follows your tongue still wagging fast 
‘In talking of the atom-bomb. 


JOHN FERGUSON. 
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Institute, Carlton Place. CO Reunion. 
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the Editor 


shows the immensity of the problem, but splen- 
did pioneering work is being done. 


CHRISTOPHER FARLEY. 


Department of History, 
University College London. 


The pacifist political banner 


MER. EMRYS HUGHES (PN February 10), 
7 asks the vital question—are _ pacifists 
capable of building a new Party, one likely to 
influence British politics? He answeres it by 
saying “I think not.” 

I am rather inclined to agree with him if 
pacifists cannot unite under their own political 
banner. If real progress is to be made by the 
pacifist political party, we need help from all 
pacifists, for their numbers are small enough. 
If this were possible, we could then be a 
political quantity which even now could not be 
entirely ignored. Not only do we_ offer 
pacifism, but we offer Socialism as well, two 
vital ‘isms which the Labour Party of today 
does not possess. 

Emrys Hughes would do well to remember 
that all big things have very small beginnings. 
and that for all he knows with any degree of 
certainty, in fifty years time the Fellowship 
Party may be the government of the day. 
Stranger things have happened. 

ERIC FENNER, 
Fellowship Party. 
14 Parkgate Rd., 
S.W.11. 


Fellowship Party 


NAY I be allowed to amplify to Ronald 
" Mallone (PN February 10) my charge of 
totalitarianism. 

Firstly 1 would hasten to say that I do not 
doubt the sincerity of the members of the 
Fellowship Party’s Special Policy Committee. 
It is their obvious ignorance of the science of 
political economy that appalls me. 

The two essentials to the production of 
wealth (i.e. food, clothing, shelter, transport, 
etc.) are raw materials and labour. Even a 
slight knowledge of basic economics, therefore, 
would, tell them that where an idle person is 
being fed, clothed and housed, another person 
is providing for him. 

How then can a government promise aid 
to under-fed people and under-developed 
countries, except by commandecring some of 
the wealth produced by its own citizens? 

How can “freedom from want” be guaran- 
teed but by taking from one to give to 
another? 

The Fellowship Party’s ambitious scheme 
for “welfare” under the sub-headings of 
“ Health,” ‘“ Housing,” ‘“ Pensions,” “ Trans- 
port”? and “Food” can only be provided for 
by the peoples themselves. 

When a government promises such facilities 
it must enforce the “ good works” by legisla- 
tion, 

A government grant is a grant from the 
Community (not usually a voluntary one). In 
other words it comes from the taxation or 
appropriation of the earnings of the people, 
and when a government decides how the 
people’s wages are to be distributed, there is 
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LATEST TIME for copy: Monday morning 


Whilst the policy of Peace News is not to 
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that we do not necessarily share the views 
nor the opinions of all our advertisers. 


MEETINGS 
PEACE AND THE PROFESSIONS: 
“*Music and Social Life.’” 
Ausp, Jt. Council Arts and Sciences for Peace. 


the substance of slavery whether that term is 
used or another. 


Unwarranted government interference has 
made a stranglehold on our economy at home 
and abroad. 


Two sentences in the statement sound par- 
ticularly ominous: one, “the ultimate aim 
(of the Fellowship Party) will be the common 
ownership of the means of production and 
distribution.” 

The other is, “While education . . . should 
also indicate the necessity of constructive 
service to the family, village, town, country, 
and world.” Evidently they see the need to 
educate a child's mind into the outlook neces- 
sary to good citizenship in the new society. 

BETTY WALDEN. 


3 Cheniston Gardens, 
Kensington, W.8. 


MUSTE * PAGE TWO 
There is another aspect of Communist 


organisation which it will be well to keep in 
mind as we observe the evolution of the Com- 
munist movement and determine our personal 
and organisational attitude toward the strong 
efforts which are obviously going to be made 
to persuade Socialists and others that Com- 
munism realises its past mistakes and is going 
to correct them, that co-operation with them 
will be made easier and will be in the interest 
of mankind. 


NO OPPOSITON PERMITTED 


The CP insists, as it has always done, that 
no rival party may be permitted to function: 
the Revolution can be made and conserved 
only under the leadership of the One True 
Party. 

Firstly, this Party is then in a position to 
manipulate the masses. No other organisation 
has the means to reach them. 


Secondly, so long as the one-party concept 
prevails, there will be a serious limitation on 
supposedly democratic discussions within the 
Party; for if discussion within the Party were 
truly open, it could hardly be kept within the 
bounds of the Party. The non-Party public 
would hear the arguments and in some measure 
join in the discussions. 

But this, in effect, would mean a dual or 
multiple party and this is excluded under the 
Communist philosophy of organisation. 

If collective leadership leads to change at 
such points as we have been citing—as it may 
but certainly also may not so far as we can 
now see—this would indeed mean a recognition 
that democracy is the true form of political 
organisation. And this would mean a profound 
change for the better for the whole world. 


NORTH WALES. 
mountains and sea. 
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Lovely woodland garden, brochure 
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GRASMERE 
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for refreshing holidays, restful or 
energetic. Beautiful lake and mountain 
scenery. 
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AT BROOK LINN Veeactarian Guest House, 
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FRIENDSHIP HOUSE 
INTERNATIONAL PEACE CENTRE 
BUCKEBURG GERMANY 
For full particulars of Easter 


gathering and conditions for 
work-study volunteers apply 


to W. R. Hughes, 
35 Doulting, Shepton Mallet, 
Somerset. 


Campaign to Abolish 
The Death Penalty 


A Life for a Life 
Sir Ernest Gowers 7s. 6d. (6d) 


(Chairman of Royal Commission on Capital Purishment) 


Capital Punishment as a 
Deterrent: and the Alternative 


Gerald Gardiner Q.C. 6s. Od. (5d) 


Capital Punishment: 
The Heart of the Matter 


Victor Gollancz Is. Od. (2d) 


Please add postage as bracketted 
HOUSMANS BOOKSHOP 


the Peace News Booksellers 
3, Blackstock Rd. London, N.4 


THE NO CONSCRIPTION 
COUNCIL 


announces a 


BRAINS TRUST 


at Caxton Hall, Westminster, S.W.1 
on Wednesday, March 21st, at 8 p.m. 


with Frank Owen (Broadcaster and 


journalist. Liberal candidate 
Hereford, 1956) 


Dr. Donald Soper, Stephen Swingler, MP 
Woodrow Wyatt (B.B.C television 
personality and former Labour MP) 

Chairman 
Lord Faringdon 
(President, No Conscription Council) 
Some reserved seats at 2e. 6d. These and free 


tickets available en early application to 
N.C.C., Crestfield Street, London, W.C.1 
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Choffin), Callander 103. respecting the Faith and Practice of the Reil- 
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THE ALTERNATIVE TO WAR 


the crushing burden of armaments and the 
fears they feed. There is every hope, therefore, 
that if Britain gave such a moral lead by dis- 
arming, it would meet with a response. 

But at least it is certain that it would 
radically change the whole situation. Both 
America and Russia would have to rethink 
out their present policy, and the possibility 
of real negotiations would be immeasurably 
increased. 


It is true that the pacifist movement must 
still do a lot of detailed thinking about the 
consequences of unilateral disarmament, and 
it is good that the Standing Joint Pacifist 
Committee has sect up a working party to con- 
sider all its possible ramifications. 

But we already have a preliminary answer 
to two of the main fears: unemployment 
and aggression. 

The armaments programme gives no guaran- 
tee of continued full employment and one 
reason an armaments race has always led to 
war is that it creates a situation when full 
employment can no longer be secured except 
by war. 


NEW WORLD AHEAD 


To provide the means to develop the latent 
wealth of the world, the dams and bridges, 
the tractors, ploughs and shovels, would 
absorb all our resources and guarantec full 
employment for years to come and result 
in the opening up of fresh markets and 
increasing the demand for consumer goods. 
Aggression today is much more likely to 

take the form of exploiting intolerable world 
conditions, and that can best be met by re- 
moving the opportunity these now give. 

The possibility of being invaded is not 
restricted to a disarmed nation, but a dis- 
armed nation has the best chance of defeat- 
ing aggression because it does not depend on 
a superior physical force but relies on moral 
force and spiritual power finding effective 
forms of opposition to overcome what is 
evil. 

Pacifism has an added advantage over the 
policy of preparation for war. 

Unless you are young enough to be con- 
scripted or happen to work in armaments, 
there is little you can do to help forward the 
military policy in which you acquiesce. You 
can pay your taxes, you can put up with the 
rising cost of living, you can vote for a war 
policy, but you do not get any comfort or 
satisfaction out of it. 

The pacifist movement, on the other hand, 
gives you the opportunity to do something 
effective. 


If you believe in unilateral disarmament 
you need not wait for the Government to 
propose it. You can share in the process 
here and now. 

That is the meaning of the pledge “I 
renounce war and I will never support or 
sanction another.” 

When you have signed the pledge you can 
persuade all your friends to take the same 
realistic decision, and every fresh adherent 
increases the growing minority upon which the 
hope of the future depends. 

The pacifist’s faith is being vindicated. He 
has a realistic policy; the only alternative to 
that which has brought us to the brink of war 
and may carry us to disaster, 

We ask for a fair hearing ; and the readiness 
of those who accept the logic of our case to 
share in pioneering the way which leads out of 
the shadows of fear and death. 

To the question “Where do we go from 
here?” Mr, Dulles says: ‘To the brink of 
war,” and the Government: “To evacuation 
areas.” 

The pacifist’s reply is: “ To a new world of 


hope and abundant life.” 
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“She only joined the Peace Movement 
because she'd look dreadful in uniform” 


THE KENYA ARRESTS 


Colonial Office explains, but ‘real reasons may be 
different,” says Fenner Brockway MP 


By GENE SHARP 


HE detailed list of the charges against the 
1,009 Africans arrested in the Nairobi 
area of Kenya during the week ended January 
28 has been sent to Mr. Fenner Brockway, 
MP, by Mr. Hare, Minister of State for 
Colonial Affairs. 
Mr, Brockway has expressed his misgivings 
about the adequacy of the reply. 
Mr. Hare’s letter of February 27 was in 
reply to a question asked by Mr. Brockway 
in the Commons on February 22. 


THE GOVERNMENT’S EXPLANATIONS 

Mr. Hare wrote: 

“927 were charged before the Courts for 
specific offences as follows :— 

166) under the Trespass Ordinance (Cap. 

6). 

a 259 under the Vagrancy Ordinance (Cap. 

). 

“(These were mostly juveniles, who were 
repatriated to their Reserve.) 

“21 under Emergency Regulation 16B for 
failing to carry an identity card. 

“18 under the Emergency (Kikuyu, Embu 
and Meru Passbooks) Regulations. 

“178 under the Emergency (Movement of 
Kikuyu, Meru and Embu) Regulations. 

“16 under Nairobi City Council By-law for 
being outside the native location by night. 

“8 under section 270 of the Penal Code for 
theft. 

“160 for breaking a curfew order issued 
under Section 64(3) of the Police Ordinance. 

“207 for petty offences under various Ordi- 
nances and Nairobi City By-laws, 

“82 were arrested under Emergency Regula- 
tion 2(6) in an operation on January 23 in 
the Kasarani suburb of Nairobi, following 
information that a Mau Mau ceremony had 
taken place in the area the previous day. As 
I said in the House, 77 of these were released, 
4 are still under investigation, and’ one was 
detained on a detention. Order.” 


UNANSWERED QUESTIONS 


Mr. Fenner Brockway said that the specific 
charges “‘are things for which anyone can be 
picked up for and it may be that the real 
reasons for their arrest are quite different.” 

Certain sources in London have expressed 
the, belief that the arrests may have been 
simply an enlarged version of routine arrests 
for violations of various restrictions on the 
African population. 

However, it is recalled that the report of 
the arrest of over 60 persons in June and 
July (See PN, Feb. 10) described in Kenya as 
members of a passive resistance group, were 
not released until six months later, 

Considering the Kenya Government’s fear of 
a passive resistance movement, which would 
prove much more difficult to suppress than 
Mau Mau, it is possible that the actual reasons 
for the mass arrest may be dcliberately mis- 
tepresented by officials in Kenya and that 
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Government silence may be part of their 
strategy to combat such a movement. 

The original report of the 1,000 arrests by 
The Observer referred to ‘a special operation 
against the passive wing of the Mau Mau and 
Kikuyu plotting an underground revival of 
Mau Mau.” 

- There has been at least one strike in the 
detention camp at Kenya, This was going on 
in the Lamu District last October. 

The Government have declined to answer 
Mr. Brockway’s question as to whether a non- 
violent movement is developing, although the 
Government would be in a stronger position 
if it could show the report unfounded. 

The Government have also declined to state 
whether persons adopting non-violence will be 
treated differently from those using Mau Mau 
methods, or what opportunity those already 
arrested would be given to answer charges 
against them. 


SLAVES BEHEADED 


@ FROM PAGE ONE 
pilgrimage to Mecca, are said to recruit would- 
be pilgrims in certain French territories in 
Africa and lead them into slavery. 

There are nearly half-a-million slaves in 
Arabia. Slavery, patronised by the Royal 
Family, is legal in Saudi Arabia where slaves 
are kidnapped from towns and villages. In the 
market at Riyadh the slaves follow their dealer 
yoked like cattle, six or seven at a time, The 
brokers keep their slaves in a small room in 
their houses, fecding them on bread and water 
and taking them out for demonstration when- 
ever a customer calls to inspect them, 

Peace News has the names of the leading 
tribes involved, the chief merchants operat- 
ing the slave route, the chief slave dealers 
in the markets, and the chief brokers. 
Several incidents regarding slavery in Saudi 

Arabia have recently achieved some notoricty 
in the Press. One such was the attempted 
escape of {2 kidnapped Baluchi slaves, three of 
whom were the personal property of King 
Saud. 

Military involvements 


They were caught and beheaded, three of 
them being publicly executed by a Negro 
slave in the square in front of the Palace as 
a “lesson” to would-be escapers. 

Saudi authorities show no hesitation in 
accepting false documents profitably re-classify- 
ing slaves. Many prominent Saudis, besides 
the Royal Family, benefit from the slave trade. 

Slaves are also obtained from Persia, Iraq, 
many Persian Gulf rts, Baluchistan and 
Aden protectorate. There is a further trade 
from Northern Nigeria and the Gold Coast, 
besides from the French Cameroons. 

A showdown in the UN in April would be 
awkward for the United States as the lease 
on her bomber bases in Saudi Arabia expires 
in June. If the US opposes the slave traffic, 
Saudi Arabia could refuse to renew the 
lease, which is not held through NATO. 
I. F. Stone’s Weekly (Washington) com- 

ments: “Mr. Dulles has so stressed the moral 
and Godly aspects of our foreign policy as to 


Mar. 9, 1956 


BLACK 


NEWS 


SYBIL MORRISO 


RECORD — 


The aim of the democracies is to establish peace and prosperity ...the military 
forces of the democracies must be designed to support this aim, They must adopt 
such a posture that the Soviet Government will see thar it would be mistaken 
dangerous to found their foreign policy on the belief that the democracies need [0 


crave co-existence. 


—Government Statement on Defence, 1956. 


The H-bomb (it is no good mincing words) is essentially an offensive deterrent: 
and to think of it in terms of the defensive strategy even of the last war is to miss 


the point of the contemporary military revolution. 


TTHE Government White Paper on 
~ “Defence” is a document that is 
frightening in utter futility and complete 
absurdity. It is not to be wondered that 
the debate on it in Parliament took place 
in a half empty Chamber, and that the 
level of discussion was extremely low. 


The introductory chapter, with its covert 
threat to the USSR, sounds a sinister note at 
the outset, since to ordinary people it would 
scem that unless the world is to be blown to 
pieces, co-existence is a basic essential to keep- 
ing the peace. 

Yet this official Government document uses 
words obviously intended. not for their own 
peoples, but for Russia, which imply that a 
desire for peaceful co-existence is a craven 
wish, not to be pandered to just for the sake 
of peace and sccurity. 

If the democracies do not crave co-existence 
it is surely pertinent to ask what they do desire 
as an alternative to global war, and the author 


of this White Paper, evidently anticipating this 


Acquitted, but 
not free 


C] FROM PAGE ONE 


1. Mr. Achieng has been arrested and 
detained for months on basically the same 
charge of which the appeals court has 
acquitted him, because the Kenya Government 
is still convinced that he has been associated 
with Mau Mau activities but can offer no 
proof of that charge. 

2. The Government officials have been 
trying to obtain a confession from him about 
matters on which he has been proved innocent 
by the court, and which he has consistently 
denied. 

3. A Government official has sought to put 
pressure indirectly on Achieng by a woman 
who has befriended him and has _ personally 
been corresponding with him for some time, 
without Mr. Achieng having knowledge of 
the original source of that pressure, had she 
been willing to exert it. 

A mockery ef flaw 

4. A Government official has encouraged 
the use of a man’s family’s suffering because 
of his detention and his consequent inability 
to assist them, as a means of obtaining a 
desired “confession.” Fenner Brockway des- 
cribed this thus: “It is no different from 
Hider’s use of families or the Communists’ 
use of families,” 

5. The letter makes it clear that the 
Government’s intention is to keep Mfr. 
Achieng detained “for a very long time to 
come unless he decides to make a full confes- 
sion first,” despite his acquittal on the charges. 

Joseph Murumbi, himself a Kenyan and now 
Assistant Secretary of the Movement for 
Colonial Freedom said : 

“The case of Achieng is that the man was 
charged and then sentenced. He was acquitted 
on appeal and then arrested again and detained 
on basically the same charge of which the 
court had acquitted him. 

“The Kenya Government,” he added, “ in- 
tends to force confessions out of people, which 
makes a complete mockery out of the law in 
Kenya.” 


IN PALACE SQUARE 


create some difficulties in preparing to take a 
practical position.* 

It is possible that a decision in the UN 
could be delayed by the Sub-committee In- 
investigation process until after the lease on 
bomber base is renewed. 


*FOOTNOTE: Stone suggests a possible 
Saudi Arabian ultimatum would read: “ No 
girls, no bases, no oil.” 


—The Observer, March 4, 1956 § 


question, replies that it is necessary for 
Western Powers to hold on to their nue 
strength “until such time as a true UM 
standing of Western policies can make 
impact on the Soviet people.” 


Yet, it would seem plain, if that is 
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be of interest to know how many peoplé 
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desire, that it is for the Western Powel 
alter their present policies, which only 4 
to convince the Soviet people of our a6 
sive intentions. 
* 

Global war is more frightening now be@ 
of nuclear weapons, we are told in the ! 
duction, and therefore less likely. It | 


any degree of intelligence find thems¢#| 
reassured by this statement. 


It is seldom that Governments are frighte™l 
out of doing what they believe to be exped!! 
in fact this Government document has ¥7 
out of its way to explain to Russia that Bri 
is not frightened, and intends to use 
weapons even in what is called “ limited ¥# 


Who then is it who is frightened ? For! 
spite of the fact that these statements 
supposed to dcter aggression, and to ott 
global war “tess likely,” eight pages out 


twenty-eight are given to considerations 4! e 
i 


dealing with the population of this is 
under attack from the very weapons which 
is alleged will deter any nation from m# 
such an attack. 


The final absurdity in the debate on 
section of the White Paper, was the an% 
given by the Minister of Defence to a quest 
in regard to the plans for ‘he aged 

15] 


“women, children, adolescents, the aged 
infirm,” which was to the effect that arra' 
ments for the evacuation, of 12 million in 
category were under consideration. 


* 


Imagination staggers at this monsti® 
imbecility, and neither the White Paper, @ 
the Government department concerned, git 
the smallest indication as to how such a 
movement of peoples could possibly be un! 
taken. Plainly they do not know, and it) 
impossible to credit that they have any be? 
at all in their own words. 
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It is clear that what is missing in this with issucd a M 


ment is any understanding of the moral ist 
involved; it would be more aptly callee 
black record than a White Paper. Apparel 
there is no one of sufficient stature to ars 
spiritual lead which would dwarf nu 
weapon war to the criminal level that 
really is. 

It has often been said that peoples dese 
the Governments that they get; if this is 
it is time the voice of the people was he) 
not only against the present Government, wf 
against all parties, in or out of office, "| 
support these policies. : 

There will be no voice left to cry in 4 
wilderness of the aftermath of a nuclear w? 
war; it is now that the voice of sanity 
moral strength must be heard. Peaceful % 
existence is not yet equated with cowatty 
“appeasement”; it is a necessary and ratio 
basis for the moral and spiritual lead in W 
lies the only real hope of peace. Y 


Play is a weapon for peace | 


“MPHE Good Soldier Schweik,” is com 

to a West End theatre. The play 
merciless and hilarious satire on militat% 
provides the peace movement with its fit 
weapon, laughter. It is adapted from the 
seller by Jaroslav Hasek. ’ 

The Theatre Workshop’s production whi 
has been running at the Theatre Ro 
Stratford, East London, opens at the Duké 
York’s Theatre on Thursday, March 15. 

The company, first founded in 1936, LA 
had eleven years of continuous operation sity 
the war and provides East London with 
only serious commercial theatre. Zs 
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Blueprint for a Peaceful and United World 


Birth of a-World People 


The Provisional Constitution of the Commonwealth of World Citi4 


with an Introduction by 


HUGH J. SCHONFIELD 


(Founder of the Commonwealth ) 


3s 6d (postage 3d) 


Published by Dennis Dobson and available from all booksellers or 


Booksellers 


Housmans Bookshop @ the Peace News @ 3 Blackstock Rd. v 
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